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Compare and Contrast male and female gang members. Why do these differences exist?

The male gang members are the main gang who do most of the gang work and provide for the group while the female gang members are more of support members to the male gang (O’Neal et al., 2016). The differences exist because the male members are perceived to be stronger and more dominant than the female members, and thus, have a dominant role in the gang. 

Determine the family and school risk factors for gang involvement.

Family risk factors for gang involvement include being raised by a single parent or a person that may not necessarily be your biological parent (O’Neal et al., 2016). Dysfunctions in the families, sexual abuse while growing up as well as a history of family violence are other risk factors. Exposure to drugs and alcohol as well as poverty are other family risk factors.

School risk factors for gang involvement include poor performance academically and influence from other students who are either gang members or are planning to join. Poor performance can lead to a lack of interest in studies while influence can come from students who are exposed to violent groups (O’Neal et al., 2016).

Name and explain various juvenile justice responses to the youth gang problem.

Juvenile responses to the youth gang problem include prevention through education and counseling the youth and intervention in cases where they are already involved (Hawkins & Weis, 2017). Leaders in the community have also been incorporated in educating the youth and ensure they get opportunities that can keep them busy. Arresting and prosecuting of the gang members is also a response in the problem. Through that, youth who are not part of the group fear to get into the group as they might get arrested. 

What is the prevalence of school violence today? Discuss the steps taken to prevent school violence

School violence has increased in schools today, with the number of shootings in schools growing rapidly. Additionally, more students in schools are becoming violent, partly due to how they are raised. To prevent the increasing school shootings, the government is enacting laws that would limit the number of guns in the hands of the public (Hawkins & Weis, 2017). Further schools are putting security measures like having security personnel with detectors that may prevent a person entering a school with a firearm. Students are also being educated to ensure they grow up understanding that violence is a crime. 

What are the alternatives police officers have in dealing with juveniles? Do you think the amount of discretion given to law enforcement in dealing with the youth is appropriate? Explain.

The alternatives include programs such as the invest in kids initiative. Such programs help the kids to learn about avoiding violence at a tender age (Berman & Feinblatt, 2015). The program also keeps the kids occupied, and they don't have time to engage in violence. Yes, the amount of discretion given to law enforcement in dealing with the youth is appropriate since removing officer discretion by creating a must arrest scenario would lead to many unnecessary arrests. 

Distinguish between traditional bullying and cyberbullying. Is one more appropriate than the other? Explain why or why not.

In cyberbullying, the internet gives the offender protection in that they may never be known. On the other hand, the offender in traditional bullying is seen by the person who is being bullied. Another difference is that cyberbullying can occur between individuals who are far from each other while in traditional bullying the victim and the offender were usually at the same location. Both types of bullying are dangerous in that the person being bullied will feel offended (Berman & Feinblatt, 2015). Therefore, the level of seriousness is similar.

Discuss the four-pronged threat assessment approach and its purpose.

The four prongs include direct, indirect, veiled and conditional threat (Emerson, 2017). Schools have implemented these approaches to help solve the increasing cases of school violence. Not all of the delinquents make their reasons known for the committed violent act or the intended violent act. The factors help the school to determine who may be a real threat to the school.

Compare and Contrast the justice model with the welfare model

The justice model promotes accountability and clear sentences regarding the offense while at the same time holding respect for the legal rights of the youth (Emerson, 2017). The welfare model is a system where the juvenile offenders' criminal behavior comes from their environment and undesirable upbringing. It normally involves social policies, which affects the welfare of a nation's citizens within the framework of a mixed economy. They are both justice systems.

Distinguish between and give examples for static and dynamic risk factors. How do these factors play a part in the pretrial process?

A static risk factor examines the historical elements. These factors cannot be changed and may include family history or the age of the first offense. The dynamic risk factors are not static and hence can be adjusted such as a problem of drug abuse. These factors can be used in a pretrial process to examine if a long-term tendency for delinquency exists or if there is a possibility for intervention (Feeney, 2017).

Compare and contrast therapeutic and coercive treatment, which do you believe is the most effective?

Coercive treatment or intervention is detainment or mandated counseling while therapeutic treatment is a recommendation of an appropriate treatment program (Feeney, 2017). Both the two ways are methods of intervening with children who have been deprived or abused. Where a person has been abused, the latter treatment can work better since counseling after an abuse can be the best way of understanding the reason a person is acting the way they may be. Detaining an abused youth may make them feel depressed, and the problem may not have been solved. 

What are the characteristics of a juvenile court? Why are these important in dealing with juveniles?

The characteristics include separate hearings for the youths, informal or chancery system, regular probation service, separate detentions for the youths, special handling of court and probation records and there is a compulsory requirement for mental and physical examinations (Hawkins & Weis, 2017). These characteristics are essential in dealing with the juveniles to ensure that the interests of the youth are put first. They must be protected because they are still minors.

Describe the four components that are typically included in a modern, comprehensive graduated sanctions system. What are the essential features of this system? Why is it important to have these features?
Informal sanctions refer to when the youth are held responsible for their actions in the form of probation (Hawkins & Weis, 2017). The punishment is light and includes sanctions such as community service. Intermediate sanctions are comprised of supervised probation and house arrest among others. Secure confinement is for those offenders who are most violent and may include placement in a secure correctional facility. The aftercare program is the final step and is a process whereby the youth are allowed back to the society as a functioning part. 

Explain and discuss the importance of reentry and aftercare. Why is it important to plan for it in advance? When should planning start?

The importance of reentry is that if it is properly executed, it can be a great tool in assisting juveniles in being integrated back to the society (Emerson, 2017). The reformed youths may be integrated back to the community after the process. Aftercare is important since it gives the youth the supervision that is necessary for ensuring they do not go back to the bad ways. It is essential to plan early since research has shown that planning in advance gives better results. The preparation should start when the juvenile is being sentenced.

What is meant by gender-based responsivity? What are the six guiding principles for effective treatment of females?

Gender-based responsivity is the beliefs that males and females should be treated differently (Emerson, 2017). You cannot treat them the same and expect positive results. The six guiding principles for an effective treatment for women include; acknowledging that being a female makes a difference, creating an environment that is based on safety, respect, and dignity and developing policies, practices, and programs while incorporating the fact that women are relationship oriented. Others include addressing substance abuse, trauma, and mental health issues in a comprehensive, integrated and culturally relevant manner, provide women to improve their socioeconomic status and establishing a system of community supervision and reentry with comprehensive, collaborative services.  
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